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Behold we are Servants this Day An | 
Land that thou gaveſt unto our + 9 25 to cat 
the Fruit dere, and the Good "thereof, behold 

ve are Servants in it i. 

And it yieldeth much Tucreaſe unto the Ki ing 

which thou haſt ſet over us, becauſe of our Sins: 
 M Io they have Dominion over our Bodies and 
over our Cattle, at their Pleaſure : e we 

| are in Freat Diftireſs ! l 

And becauſe of all this, we make a are * gell, 

and write it, and. our ee 7 and 

Prief. feal unto it. 


4 Þx HEMI AB, the ink? of this 
book, was a great officer in the 
8 — * bo” 

7 ther, as we now ſpeak, Emperor 
Lhe J of Perſia (being bis Cup-beaxer ). 


court of Artaxerxes, king, or r 
25 +] Which honorable” and profitable 


| poſt it ſeems, tempted him to tarry behind, when 
| his 
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now, acco 
venty years. | 
But when he found, ty an account given him 


len 
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city and country, being a good man and à true 
atx, e 1j affected and pafec ſoveral 
days in faſting and tears and doleful retirement : 

And then adürefs d himſelf to God in the moſt 


2 12 ion for them. ; 
; an 3p e 


Jearned parap on *. oY x: | 
Lbtd of beaven a6 governs r of N. s! 

- who, art. infinitely Joſt, tremendodbs In 

|: y on. th ed yl fait 1 18 

hy pr iſles to thy dutiful ſervänts: Ind a 

r 9 5 0. the. eie ofa 5 diſtreſs "If lite, 

Fab ly contatin; his 6 wh 40d 1 father's Joi- 
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- teous: difpldafure, and, 52 al. conteiioo al. 
again to- roberts . t ywonfed favor and 
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puniſhing their wickedneſs with, the kel cf tl their 
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- This great and good man now dwelt i in hg | 
ſhan, (ſaid to have been the pleafanceſt city then 
in the world,) be dwelt in the king's preſence 
and was his Favourite; and Bad great riches and 
honor : yet he felt for the afflictions of his peo- 
ple, and choſe rather to go and ſuffer with them, 
that he might promote their welfare, than to en- 
joy all the pleaſures of that ſplendid court, 
Who can ſufficiently adillrs his excellent. ſpi- 
rit, and bis PP. conduct amidſt his donn 
diſtreſſes! _ 
He came and encouraged” the eb 180 er 
about repairing the city, and finiſhed it, though 
he was derided and counteracted and plotted a- 
gainſt continually; and though they were called 
rebels by many powerful enemies in the neigh- 
bourhood, and even by a number of theNoBLEs 
or Jupan, 'who Join d! vith their heathen | ad- | 
verlaties againſt him. 
After this, though they were in theit WY 1 
land, dwelt again in their city Jeruſalem, and had 
the. worſhip of the temple reſtor'd, yet they were 
in a poor, weak and diſtreſi d condition to What 
they were before their late troubles. 
And therefore we read, in the beginning of 
this Chapter That, in the twenty-fourth day of 
this month the children of Tjrael were aſſembled 


"with Falling and with ſacbelot hs, and with earth 


upon them. And the ſecd of Iſrael [e 2 


themſelves from all ſrrangers, and flood and con- 
7 Jes their ſins and the e of t their fathers | 
N 


* 


2 whde a, — pray 
N * euch to their 
(ay 


grievous ex Pond rt 
1 they). thou urs pad in. alf bara, 
Piven, t for thow haßt don right; but 
v8: have done wir edly; us . r mmer 
And the prayer concludes in the words of my 
den, wheteir) chivy vader thele calanirds5 ind 
promiſe, to rene w theit covenant with God. 
12Bzbol tos hb jorvientthis day 800, for the 
lond'wbivh thou Favit unto bur far ert, to rat 
| eee poked . thereof ;" behold ur 
ard fur ua in 1017 d 302079 43205 
Vun it velta dene e the ker. 
whith thou haſs ſet 'gver us, _— our fins: 
Außer tley baue dontinion' over: our bodies, 2 
auf castle, ot their pleaſure '; and vue ale in great 
bed F. Ther ir, though we are, through di- 
vine goodaeſo in our on land q yet. we are but 
eee We ate not allow d te 
call the unf Own: The Lord, indeed; 
gave thia good land to our fathers to ĩmpro and 
egen ul be ble lags it: But now thoſe 
whom che Perſian Emperor hath placed over u 
{whether by right or not) are our Lordi and 
Maſters Aud we hold all our bl , even 
our Eflaterrand\ Lives, bur an nan Wl ad 
Noten WN l een e ev N 
29 yieldech nch dliveaa(For te" ho a . 
du) ons dhe Kin,” which fos varies), qo 


IH * N | i SB RN NY 


Aren — — e f 
mien oer :e Bodrcrohr Cattle abd-allaharvc 


ſote 4 ο that in a Words wear in great difrg/s. 
Au becauſe, e all this, we make @ ſure cover 
nant, and write it; and aur -Prances, Gs | 
Ws iH (/ealnnto at; . N 
bal bet ilas one: expreſſes (the. fled tt nad 

' thougheven|wharime now enjoy be much more 
den y deſerve : yet dorthou ſtill caſt an ent of 
furcher — —— our condition, 
«ccepy'iebr; hicken entance, and thatfolemn - 
engagement we pos all of us lay ourſelves, un 
der Ito de obadient for the future, 10 thy holy 
mandy e a ware N Bad e cue 
2 Jpen rheſe.werds,thus:inzraduced; and Open- 
ech ; fhaltynake the following obfervatiana, vez. 
| = 2 gyn b lber 
liut ine thean wwe, by: d a, Te U heir, ers. 
H. Thad HG u amm und oaprefſion = 
— of tht Fart hu¹ gt hene there is the | 
tleareff-trtic; abe w aua fond} 21 1 0 5 
nr uber blen of in, icth in lu M. 
Ahn it g for a pan —— x 
iger tbic ta come appr tens 10 yh yd aan ns 1 
V. Mat though 4 peonle a 
Their aun und ibi e ener fo good an #t/elf, 


have, to call ſur ĩt and dlifpoſe of it at their plea- 5 


dia lie in 


7 V/ they hold all their bleſſings only at the\pluds 


Jarey/ athirs; — thawing, bey 
Arg ft nicſty unrabing. ſervants, — 
"_ be in great aide V. That 


And which therefore they implicitly call b 
ou way — — them 10 itn i od. 


bad vis! — — Set 


Iſrach for a poſſeſũion, as the ſeriptt 


and — n beine (anf ey 
I 222 SEND 
7 people ic hne v 
right and Ale. J 4 
— pe 175 Faw 
Rr whole Earth re che len 
2 oſs 


Ic whey 2 eee 


1 t th 


* 


's 


— a —— — \ 
on Earth * fo e. — ore oh | 


— — | 
it, or o e., erg 
_—_ e e 
30 ĩt — a the beben The King — 5 
i me up againſt: Iſrael, only from a ſuſt 
and to ſpread his dominions; came up 
againſt Iſrael and diſquieted them in their poſſeſs 
ſians, the poſſeſſions which God had given them: 
yea: deſttoytd their city and countryr to — 5 
he had no pretence of right (unleſs it was that: 
 Abtabam the--anceftor of this nation anciently. 
emigrated from Chaldea à part of — S 
which was tob'abſord- to mention) yet he came 
and carried them away captive 3 and ſeventy pturs F 
detained them in his own land 1 n ci 
afflicted them. $3445 * nnen 
But at length thelnrd-he}-eompationomiie- 
People, and ſtirred op tran 2 other : 
1 to give ihem leave 0 return —— 
5 2 


dichaltenged: 
al they eee race, we «thee had 0 


— —— way e e 
manner of the — 
they dare not 
acted as it 


pratiee, time of: witty — — by 
Our: / 
force; them and their land: Cn cattyibg” 
then away captive ; and at other imes Tuffeting 
them to ſive in their own land, 48 trnamtr dr i 
under tribute: and ſometimes. under ſuch cruel 
oppreſſion'as to deprive them of all the bleſſings 
of-a good! and ſruitful land. This is too — 4 : 
and melancholy a truth tod well upon. * N. 
I proceed therefore to obſeive· -- 
Ul. That i i, fr à people's fu vob 9 
this r da-! 


1 
8 24 


> 


wah 


e ni —— ack bis the 


11 the, ris ——— ebtobagdo ae pe: 
70 * 5 uy dm nn. he had 


EE a hes — be 


and oo 

L douby.noc, ganld we {ee through» 
y Phat tk wc thould.be ſatiefted oh che 
divine pt We ſhould ſee chat they, 
were, fir, given up. 40 lach ignorance on, over. 
grown: victedneſi: what it as neceſſary to curb 
them in this ener and, rigorous Na co bs 

And when they, are ſuitably humbled and + 
broughs to repentancg, he delights, in gtantiog 
them deliverance, and never lails of doing ic. Theh)\ 


0 | | Scripture 


© * 2 -y.andom u 
Ny nes ine oft babe Fae 
, proceed · - m2 63 gaidion tc mls 


* — To: obſerve, that though a peopie are daf. 


TTT 


eee — zin n aſc 


this — ard ar te e 
ä ae 


powor over. ——— that:t 
_ they: heldop ——— 
his wall a pleaſure. Ha 


their Silver their Galt, theiri Slod/crantidaiags, 
bark A 
1 — — chat l 
bur om Li e bon os med; 1 121 


And ure it ab fo. bn Rhe anene hötfrekmen 
but perfect Servants, ih d forei 


ehe 


And moſt of them mitchegreatet piopritN ; HU 


may call ther ir's, 


1 2 5 1 


| Lentner aum wandt udn! ere Jo. 


their uw, aber ne fitiftly ſpiking an Nes 
nn. ar 

— 9 ee 
— wr 


ign power hddridos 
minion NH, them: and! their ſuhſtance: S’,˖] = 


-opertyatall..\Fonbywicen = 
2 ma cal for, und 


world — Ars age winder theſer - 
moſt of:tbeor:arc ao fornething gan =. 
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and che who cannot call any thing che 
— 9 —— e — a5 
almoſt nothing to them. N 3 
2a 4 TODD) eee e eee eee e l 
0. try vil mch Fruit, but if all ede 
bare ſub ita cr juſt to keep them Er bor kerri, 
muſt go. to theit maſters, they may be in great 
diſtreſs; in the midſt of the jollity of their raſk- 
maſters ; and pine away 2 — 
amid} floods of mil and honey, wine and oyl. 
1 And>whaeever looks over the wörld, will find, 
that: where ſurbh an" ab/olate; dominibm : is claim'd 
outt the people, they are almoſt univetſally re- 
due di toe, kind of diurgſt. The world 
Which is now groaning unde: betdeget i a me 
| Jancholy-witoeſs-of this. nm PUT 16.2 210k 
Could you but took into the dark places of 
oats ſce: the habirations of cruelty, and 
hear the cr283 and (groan; | 
have no conforter. 'becauſe-on'the Kue the ops 
_ prefſors:there is power: it would -make: 
tender heart ake and ready to burſt with grief + 
But I muſt forbear, And ſnall only add That 
to hold our ben, our lands, our cattle and .goodr, 
and all the cmſortr of lifes and even life it ſelf, 
by ſo preramiout a. tenure as that of the abſolute 
uiill and of unfecling lawleſs maſters, ſo 
that we may be ftrip'd of them all ia a moment 
wben they are out of temper, or even for cvery 
fight fault; is itſelſ a deal difireſs and: muſt en- 
1 every _ of Kale ger” ; 
. 446% 


1] 


itſelf a burden; eſpecially to thoſe - who were 
born ur and were nevet in bondage io any man. 
And yet this is the beſt any can hope for, who. 
are once depri d of liberty, or of the priviledges 
* ſreemen. I proceed to obſerve, | 
V. That it becomes.a people in ſuch a difireſs'd 
to „y unto God by  folemw fafling and 
azer for relief, even ofter they have n all 
they: can for their own preſervation.” | 
So did Iſrael here. Nebemiab Abels wm 
prudent man, did not fit ſtill and preſume upon 
Providence; but eneourag d the Jews to ariſe and 
build the wall of their city, and make it as de- 
ſenſible as poſſible againſt the enemy; and gave 
orders to uſe all caution, ſo as not to give their - 
enemics any advantage, W e barring. 
the-gates.in ſeaſon every night, &cc 
But, like a pious man, ſenſible that all abe 
tion is of the Lord, he caunſel d them not to 
depend upon their own wiſdom or ſrengtb; but 
to commit their cauſe to God. And fic ce "My 
call'd a ſolemn faſt to humble themſelves before | 
God, and to ſeek his face. === 2 
nd they aſſembled for this end; and gene | 
before him; and made confeſſion of their fins,” and 
poured. out ſupplications to him to eſpouſe an 
cauſe, and deliver them from their opprefſions;and'. on 
from all their Gees; and reſtore them 10 nar | 
happy ſtate of frei dom they once enjoyed. 5 
And what could be moe reaſonable — — 
wing ane people” _ in Ar Giltyels of wx * 
in 
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e 


— 


my & — _—_ 


-_ A — =; AS SSC - . — 2 3 . 
+ : , 2 . Ara, 0 GRE. 
ICC =. Ply - — — 1 5 — 
* * > — * - x ma. " — 


1 18 


kind, but unto God. who can 46M ae for- 


them? And, particularly, when they are groaning 
under the oppreſſion of the great and powerful, 
to whom ſhall they go for relicf, but to him 
that is greater and higher than they, who ſetteth 
vp kings, and putteih them down, and overturns 
kingdoms at bis pleaſure, if it be neceſſary, | to 
work deliverance for bis people. 

The Lord is a ſure refuge in ſuch a time of 
trouble. He is a ſtrong tower, and whoſoever 
flies to him {hall be ſafe, under the ſhadow of his 
wings, againſt all the powers on earth. _ 

Even the haughty  Haman ſhall fall before 
bim, when. he meditates miſchief to the people 
of Ged. And proud Senacherib, when he vainly 
boaſts of his numbers and ffrength,ſhall be ſtruck, 


as by a flaſh of lightning, and his mighty hoſt, in 
which he truſted, become in one night dead co 72 es. 


He can even ſhut the mouths of Hungry hons, 
or quench the hotteſt Furnace, when his ſervants, 
who truſt in him, are 10 be preſerved.” 

Only then let a people engage God on their 


| fide, and they need not fear what man can do 


unto them. 

And in order to this, God expefts to be foug ht 
unto, in a public ſolema manner; ; and, that. we 
humble ourſelves before bim. 

And our Saviour has taught us, that prayer, ac- 
companied with faftiny, has peculiar prevalence 


with heaven; having ſaid (of the evil fpirit)— 


this kind goeth not out, but by prayer and faſting. 
| And 


: 49 J e 


And the people of God 3 recen it. in all 
ges, and found the benefit of it: And ſo did 
Nine veb, when threatned with ſpeedy deſtruction, 
iy were ſpared. 


And fo have our fathers i in their day, and we 


» 4.4 = 


in ours. 


Io this way a Peopte make a . FEPA appeal to 
God, as the great governor . of the world, 
when the powers of carth riſe up agaioſt them, 
and caſt themſelves upon him. And the Lord 
expetts to be acknowledg'd, if we need. his 
help : And. we have no reaſon to look ſor 1 i. 
wichout. 

WES Ka," a day is deſig ign . as a os of 
ee for our fins, which have procur'd the 
evils which are upon us. And this, if ſincere, 

can't but be acceptable to God. And we know 
that he hath faid—He that bumbleth | ſelf 
| ſhall be exalted. (Luke xiv, 11.) And if 1890 2 
day is not à day of ſincere bumiliation, it is s 
"et. {lg : 

Which leads me to the next obſervation, 9 
VI. That if a people would on good grounds 
bibs for ſucceſs, they ſhould renew their covenant 
with God; or lay themſelves under the moſt ſolemn 
obligations to be an obedient and 8 1 * 


the time to come. | 
So did Iſrael at this time. e TITLED 
Aud becauſe of all this, we make a "fare cove- 
1 and write it; and our Princes, Levites and 


T0 ſeal unto it. 
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The, covenant. was / ſign'd and feal'd; by Obs 
e perfons—— And the reft f the 3 
took a 4 eee to do as Abe fubleriber had 
engag d. 
What lhe covenüht was, you ee! in the next 
Firſt, in general they coverianted-—to nds 
God's lau and to obſerve and do all the com- 
mandments of the Lord their God; and his judg- 
ments, and hit ſtatutes : Particularly. that they 


would not intermarry with the heathen—thar 


90 


they would keep the abbath religiouſly—and 
the ſabbatical 3 — pay their tribute 
to the temple and give the Prieſts. and Levites 
mou due and no more * the houſe of their 
od 

Abd what can it fi gniC y to e wo Said 
ourſclves before God, on ſuch a day, and to con- 
fe eſs our fins, unleſs we allo engage to forſake 
them, and do better for the time to come? 
And if a folemn coyenant was drawu up, 


which we ſhauld bind ourſelves to God and one . 


another to reform the groſs evils which are found 


among vs, and to be in all things an obedient and 
Holy people, it might be well. 
i This formal and ſolemn renewing the chpe- 
pant has been practiced by ſome chriftian ſocieties, 
and recommended by others. And I am ready 

to think it might have a good effect 
But, the leaſt people can do on ſuch 2 day is. to 
reſolve and I engage, in the moſt ſerious 1 
crate: 


1 21 ] 
berate manner,to reform all our erying iniquities, 
which have provok'd God againſt us, and to obey 
and ſerve him for the time to come. Without 
this, they do nothing at all to purpoſe, and can 


expect no bleſſing. ' Scripture and reaſon both 
conſpire to afſore_ us of this; and no thinking 


man can doubt. 

Thus have I gone Menn with the Geeks 
n from the words, and ſhall now con 
clude with ſome application and improvement. 

And now, methinks, almoſt every thing thar 
has been ſaid; is naturally applicable ro ourſelves 
in this evil day: And we can hardly e Tool I 
the i improvement we ought to make. 

However, I ſhall take a lite pains co apply i 
and to preſs the improvement. 
No if any people on earth, ſince the Jews 
1 right to call the land they live in , 
own, and to ſay n 17 to. en ern we 
may ſay its + * 

About an hundred: and fe earn years! Fo 
our fathers were driven by the then raging per- 
ſceution, out of the land of their nativity; and 
came to ſeek in the wilds of America (then cal- 
led the neu world) that liberty which they were 
denied at home, (but little thought they ſhould 
ever be denied here.) They came with the 
King's leave, tho' at their own expence. (and a 

vaſt expence it was, no leſs, by the faireſt and 
| Joweſt computation, than TwW-o -HUNDRED 
THOUSAND POUNDS STERLING, the ſeteling 
this ſingle province.) 1 
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They ſound i it an howling wilderneſs, * 
— doleful “ And about halt the number of the 
firſt adventurers died the firſt; widter voder the 
unparallell'd hardſhips they ſuffered. 

However, God was with themaod encontag d 
chem: and ſettled them in this land; — an hand- 
ful of men from whom, with ſome additions af- 
rande; have ariſen mne multitude, yho 

pit as no body N * any 1 to 
this land but the. original inhabitants —our tathers 
got leave of them to ſettle, and made peace with 
them, and fairly. purchas'd their lands of them. 

Bu... king had no right. to give it, nor the. peo- 

le of 2 or it was not their's. to give. 

But God gave our fathers ſavour in the eyes of 
ihe people of the land; and they obtain d therr 
title: to theſe lands; -mhich! was. as. gond, as. the 
people of. England have to theits; or any other 
people under heaven. All pretences to the con- 
trary are vain. and frivolous to the laſt degree. 

Surely then the land is ours. . The Lord our 
God gave it unto our fathers: And we have it 
by inberitance from them. Thers is no betier 
title this day on earth. 

And yet, if a title wk be given by the, king, 
we have that alſo, in our charter; which was 2 
ſolemn covenant between him and our fathers ; 
in which they engag d to be his /ubjects, though 
remoy d out of his es to the ends of the 
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5 
earthy on ebe of their enjoying by his 
mearis, all the rights and privileges of Britiſh 
Jabjefts ; (one of which be ee: was the fafe en- 
joyment of our property.) Ne 
And this they eee then 
they ventur'd their lires and fortunes to extend 
the” "Briviſh empire to this end of the world. 
And yet /atred as this chunter was, and tiebly 
as we deſerv'd it, by the: hardſſips we ſuffer d. 
and the immenſe advantage we have been to the 
land of our forefathers nativity; yet, in a popiſni 
;reign, (that of James the ſecond) our charter was 
taken away; and, ſo hard was our fate, after all 
our expenſive ſolicitations, only the ſhadow of ic 
could be recovered; tho it was the only one loſt 
in chat general wreck of cond which was not 
reſtored, at the revolution. ' . % 
And now, after we have ie d chearfully 
att the fervice in our. power to our nation—in 
reducing Cape Breton, Nova- Scotia and Canada: 
Some of which we did in a manner alone; and 
in the whole did much more than our proportion: 
Vet, becauſe we reap ſame benefit hereby, as ſoon 
as we have ſtruggled thro' innumerable difficul- 
tics and diſtrefles for a century and an half, and 
begin ſome of us, to live a litile com fortably in this 
- wilderneſs, they envy us our happinels, and thirſt 
aſter our inhcritance. And becauſe they have 
ſquandered away the nation's money in the moſt 
ſhamefu} manner, and by this bad huſbandry ate 
ot immenſely in debt; behold, they threaten to 
take 
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* away all our liberty and property, and to te- 


duce us to very and begg . 
And, which is moſt a aggravating, the King r re- 


venue, it ſeems, is not helped by "a 
But the money 0 from us is given to 
placemen and penſioners here, who arc to be our 


taſk-maſlters to afflict us, and riot on our ſpoils ! 


Is it merely then to impoveriſh us that we are 


to be thus fleec'd to the ſæin? No! The plot is 


deep, and worle is yet behind! Theſe men are 
by this means to be attach'd hereby to their in- 
tereſt, and to be their sPIEs and INFORMERS 


_ againſt us from time to time. 


They expect letters from them like thoſe from. 
the enemies of Judah in the days of Ezra. (Sec 
Ezra iv. 14.) Now, FORASMUCH AS WE HAVE 
MAINTENANCE FROM, THE KING's PA- 
LACE, and it was not meet for us to fee the king's 


diſhonour, therefor we have ſent and certified the 


king, &c. 


In ſhort, their language ſeemt to be that of the 
Egyptians concerning Iſtael, ( Exod. 1. 10, C'c.) 
Come on, let us deal wiſely with them, left OW. 
multiply, &c, © 

And their policy was much the ſame. They. 
fet Taſt-maſters. over them, to aſſlict them. Ana 
made their lives bitter with hard bange and 
rigorous ſervice. 

But bchold ! how heaven PREY them: 
For, the more they Micted rhem, the more they. 
«an: and grew. 122 


"a 
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"Aud when they 4 that this mY not do, beintz 
determin'd, if poſſible, by right or by wrong, to 
carry their point, (for tyranny once begun has no 
bounds) they took the moſt horrid method ever 
heard of: They ſent out à bloody decree, and or- 
der'd the midwives to kill evety male child as ſoon 
as it was born. Who could believe human na- 
ture capable of this? Who can think of it with- 
out horror? Bleſſed be God it is not quite come 

to this with us yet. But who knows how ſoon 
it may? 

But did the milwiver obe the King's decree? 
No! They feared God, and diſobey d the King. 
And it was ſo far from diſpleaſin God, that he 
preſerv'd them from the wrack of the King, and 
preſper d and bigſi d them for fearing God more 
than man. And fo, I doubt not, if we fear God 
more than man, ſhall we alſo be prelerv'd 9250 
bleſs d. 

But what a depl6rable n are we re- 
duc'd to, by the fn of ſomie that are over us! 
Many ways have been devis'd io oppreſs and 
_ enflave us: But when we ſought the Lord, he ap- 
pear'd for us, and deliver'd us from one ſnare 
after another. The crucl decrees againſt us were 
repcal'd : and we hop'd again to ſee good days. 
Vor. tho' they kept up their exorbitant claim of 
making laws to bind us iN ALL cAs s WHATE- 
vER, which included a power to diſpoſe of ws, and 
4 that we have, at their will and plcafure ; yet 


ve 


„ The un der- ad ſince paſs'd, I think, comes but little hort 
of it: and might juſtify the very _ 
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we Kane tele 1 Wald never. 1 
this pretended right; 1 but it would forever lay . 


dormant. * 4 


But we — found tres be rs They. 


have fram'd. laws to extort our money ſrom us 
without our conſent; to raiſe a revenue, and fo 


to make, at our expence, a ſwarm of officers, 
dependent on them and. independent on us; which 
if- continued, would no doubt lane: eee 
deſtroy all our liberties. . ; 
And becauſe we would not pay this tar; but 
deſtroy d the engine , opprefſaon, when no other 
way was left us—Behold they have now ſhut 
up our capital, ſurrounded it with hips, and fil- 


led it with ſoldiers, —ſtop'd all their trade, and 


left them to ſtarve without remedy, except from 
the charity of their more humane brethren / 
And as if this was not enough to fatiate 
their fury — bills have paſs d the two aan 
doubtleſs long ere now are lign'd by the king, * 

to take away every charter-· right worth comtend-- 


ing for, too many to be enumerated; and too 


grievous and epprefſive ever to be dome by any 
free pcople, if Heaven puts any lawful means in 
their power to prevent it. 

And what further is meditated by the men of 
blood, we know not: But many things are to 


be fear ' d upon too good grounds. Particularly, 


many think there is a delign, and will be-an at- 
| tempt, 


. The om of this was ſoon confirm d, and the Canada: Bill 
added to them, 


TW, 0 
_ tempt, to * our beſt q TR and carry A | 
home for ?ryal ! nen did I ſay Ne! For 
riese, 7 
But the Lord reigneth, has ho — He 
0 can, and, I truſt, will, prevent this horrid Inſult ! 

May we not now adopt almoſt every word of 
my text and f eee ve are ſervmts 
this day, Ar 5 
But, let us nowiirientdy ode that i is 
| for our fins that God ſuffers all theſe evils to 
come upon us : He would never have thus' for- 
alen us, if we had not forſaken him firſt. i 

O let us realize this, this day and therefore 
fly to God by faſting and Te ae by bunuliation 
and ropentance. © 

Tis God only who can holy us; ir bi 
vain is all human policy and help. O that we 
were duly ſenſible of this, and eee religiouſly# 
caſt all our care upon bim! 

We muſt indecd watch as well as pray : and 
not lie upon our faces and expect miracles : Fhis 
was not the way which good Nehemiah took = 
They did all they could for their own fafety, and 

then repair'd to the throne-of grace, and caſt 
themſelves upon divine mettre Let: us go and: | 
do likewiſe. Ol 

But there is one thing more in da we maſt | 
imitate them, or all is in vain at laſt': And. that 
is We muſt coveant or ſofeninly engage this day 
to reform our crying fins; and to become an obe- 
dient and 04 Ss” ji 
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Don't let us wiſe i in this part of our duty this 
day's If we do we looſe all the reſt. For, if we 
ſtill regard iniquity in our Genes; the L. will 

not hear us. #0 

_—Yeaif ewilliacforeld theſe terrible things be 
wats we have reaſon to fear yet ſeven times 
worſe Gf i it can be) till we are utterly conſomed. 

Oh, let us then, with one conſent, ſearch and 
try our ways and turn to the Lord. Let us ex- 
hort one another, and ſay, with the Prophet 
Come and let us return to the Lord, for he hath 

mitten, and he will heal us, he hath broken, and 
he will bind us up; after two days be will revive 
ws, and we ſhall live in his faght. , 

We have done nothing againſt men, our 1 
or our brethren, to bring all this evil upon us, 
but what was judged abſolutely necefary to We. 

ſerve our liberty. 

And if there was any thing dad: amils, * 
it don't deſerve all this! From man therefore [ 
take it to be clearly, unjuſt, oppreſſive and cruel, 
to the laſt degree: and find this acknowledg'd 
by many of the Britiſh 3 themſelves. 
And who can judge otherwiſe ? For a whole city, 
nay, a whole province is deſtin'd to deſtruction, 
for the ſuppos'd fault of a few, without ever 
having been charg'd with that fault ; nay, while 
our great enemy has publickly declar'd, that even 

the town, as ſuch, had no hand in it. And we 

are condemn'd UNTRIED, UNHEARD, contrary 

10 | the *. # pranciples of juſtice in all nations. 
But, 
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ut, aquindd God, we may:not ay What have 
4 00d. ? But, rather. What have we not dente 


to provoke his pure eyes to 3 Þ $16 eee T6». 


- Men may do us wrong ; but Godin can do 


none. He has not ſuffer' ll this evil to come 


upon us for nothing! No! But it is for our 
„„ tranſgreſſions. a0 a2 * 

And, if we would fand fa * in our 2 we 
— ſobre the divine favour: for in vain is 1 
vation hoped for from any other quarter. 

Sod has done wonderful things for — 


| paſt, in ſubduing the Enemies: before us, 


and in delivering us again and again from the 
yokes of bondage, which were prepared for us. 
And we rejoiced — abundantly. But, what 
ſuitable returns have we made? Did we become 
a holier and better people? No verily But we 
have been, and ſtill are, an evil and unthankful 
people. And, I fear, we grew worſe after all our 
mercies. Wickedneſs of eee kind, I fear, 
Preaand more than ordinarily.» vo 22 2» 97 ht 
What contempt of God and reli N his 
word and worſhip, and miniſlert, and all that be- 


long d to him! - What horrid prefuneneſi 


What. lt hineſt & uncleanne/s among our youth, 


ill many are become a deriſion I Wbat intem- 


perance — What injuſtice & oppræſſiai! What lying 
and backbiting | What onch dag Ariſe & conten- 
tion in towns and churches! What thefts and bur- 
glaries Lea, what murders are fouhd among vs! 


is endleſs. to reckon them up-—it cannot be 
donc! | 5 ut 
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But let every one ſearch and ſe the plague of 
his dwn heart Vea let us ſearch out all our ini- 
quities till we find none. And let us be humbled 
and lay in the duſt And mourn bitterly before » 
God for all the abominations which are found a- 
mong us, as well as cry. mightily unto God. 
| Yea, let the counſel of the Lord be acceptable 
to you this day—And let us break off from all 
our iniquities by righteouſneſs, and from our 
tranſgreſſions, by ſne wing mercy to thoſe who 
are poor and. oppreſſed-among us, if it may be 
a lengthning of our tranquility. Without this, 
all our cries and tears are but a mockery, and 
will procure us a curſe inſtead of a blefling. 

And unleſs God be better to us than we are to 
ourſelves, all the evils which hang over us, will fall 
upon n, and perhaps ſeventimes more (if it can 
be} till we are reduc'd to the moſt miſerable ſtate 
of mortals, if not utterly deſtroyed. fl 

And, if you, and this people, will not hear, 
my ſoul, and the ſouls of all the godly in the 
land, ſhall weep in ſeeret places for your pride 
and Aurbborneſi, and for all the calamities and 
difireſſes which a few days more may bring forth. 

O my brethren, come and let us return to 
the God of mercy, who delighteth to be gracious ! 
Let us do it without delay! And who knows 
but the day in which our enemies hope to 
triumph in the overthrow of all our liberties, 
God may (as he did to his people of o'd, in the 
: Gazg of Haman) make the day of our _— 

an 
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and of . ah if af our Wen. ace "» 
aud bade our rigs on a firmer. 1 than 
ever. 1 ns 2 $4 5 Ws ; - 4 
Our ae trußed i in Ged, and 45 tid deliver + 
them. "And the ſame Lord yet reigneth, 7 
let New- England, yea let the carth rejoice ! For, _ 
1 firmly believe, that if we are not groſly . want» 
ing to ourſelves, but commit our ſelves and our 
cauſe to the God of our. fathers, in well doing, 
when we have ders d a while, he will alſo e 
Us. | 9 
But, if not, the Lord prepare us for the mol 
evil days, which may be before us; and give 
grace ſo to improve them, as tb make us thi 
more earneſtly for a better world, where the 
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